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AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW

PUBLIC SAFETY
Carson Howell, Analyst

PUBLIC SAFETY

Mission: Provide a safe and secure environment for all people in
Utah

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES
(Headings include funding in Governor’s Recommendations)

Programs and Operations - $87.6 million 
• Bureau of Forensic Services halted 43 percent lab

staff turnover, trained 75 new marijuana leaf techni-
cians, and developed and implemented a new Crime
Scene Specialist Certification training

• The laboratory system received approximately 6,000
case submissions for controlled substances, serologi-
cals, DNA, latent prints, and firearms/toolmarks 

• Fire Marshal inspected 1,500 state-owned buildings,
schools, hospitals, and other facilities for compli-
ance with fire code (497 were either public or pri-
vate schools)

Emergency Management - $41.2 million 
• Trained over 21,000 citizens in emergency prepared-

ness

Driver License - $25.4 million 
• Issued approximately 318,000 licenses, 19,100

Driver Privilge Cards (DPCs), and 56,500 ID cards
• Produced and implemented a new Driver License

and ID Card for Utah citizens

Highway Safety - $7.0 million 
• Increased the seatbelt usage in Utah to 88.6 percent

in 2006, an 8.5 percent increase over the past five
years

• Reduced the percentage of alcohol-related crash
fatalities to less than 14 percent in calendar year
2005, the lowest in the nation

Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) - $3.6 million 
• Graduated a record number 213 officers to work in

local, state, and county agencies
• Larry H. Miller donated a new 75,000 sq. ft. law

enforcement training facility to be used for classes
for POST, Corrections, Highway Patrol, and Salt
Lake Community College

Liquor Law Enforcement - $1.6 million 
• Promoted compliance with the provisions of the

Alcoholic Beverage Control Act

Dedicated Credits
4%

General Fund
39%

Federal Funds
29%

Restricted Funds
25%

Other
3%

Financing of Public Safety

(Based on FY 2008 Recommendations)

Where Will My Taxes and Fees 
Go for Public Safety?

(Total FY 2008 Operational Funding is $166,498,500)

Highway Patrol
30%

Emergency 
Management
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Driver License
15%
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Criminal 
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`
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General Fund and Total Funds 
in Public Safety
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Other Funds
General Fund

Provide technological support to enable quick
response to emergencies

• Pay for licensing fees, in order to have a computer
system backup, with $61,200 ongoing General Fund

• Enable UHP troopers to access real-time informa-
tion and pay for subscription and network access
fees with $462,000 ongoing General Fund

• Replace computers purchased with Olympic funds
with $421,100 ongoing General Fund

Increase response time of background checks for
concealed weapons permits

• Increase resources for the Bureau of Criminal
Identification (BCI) due to increased applications
for concealed weapons permits with $560,700 ongo-
ing dedicated credits and $560,700 supplemental
General Fund 

Enhance training within the Department of Public
Safety

• Provide additional training funds for POST with
$275,000 one-time restricted funds

• Provide cost-of-living adjustments for Fire Academy
employees to prevent decreasing the training budget
with $35,000 ongoing restricted funds

Increase Driver License Division response time
• Hire 10 new full-time equivalents (FTEs) to enable

more rapid service at the Driver License Division
with $187,500 ongoing restricted funds

• Hire 20 new FTEs at the new South Valley Driver
License Division building with $379,100 ongoing
restricted funds; provide for six months lease pay-
ments with $157,500 ongoing restricted funds; and
supply building furnishings with $248,600 one-time
restricted funds 
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PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE INTENT LANGUAGE

FY 2008 Proposed Legislative Intent

• DPS may increase its fleet if funding is provided
through federal aid or other sources for special
programs or projects. Vehicles purchased under
this intent language will not be eligible for replace-
ment using General Fund borrowing capacity held
by the State Division of Fleet Operations. Any
expansion vehicle purchased during the interim
under this intent language shall be reported to the
legislative fiscal analyst.

• Funding sources within DPS are nonlapsing.
These include Programs and Operations, Emer-
gency Services and Homeland Security, Peace
Officer Standards and Training, Liquor Law
Enforcement, Driver License, and Highway Safety.

• Receipts above the appropriated dedicated credit
amounts for DPS are nonlapsing.

• Funds appropriated for equipping fleet vehicles
are nonlapsing.
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